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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . This application does not contain an abstract of the disclosure as required by 37 
CFR 1.72(b). An abstract on a separate sheet is required. 

2. The following guidelines illustrate the preferred layout for the specification of a 
utility application. These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. 

Arrangement of the Specification 
As provided in 37 CFR 1 .77(b), the specification of a utility application should 
include the following sections in order. Each of the lettered items should appear in 
upper case, without underlining or bold type, as a section heading. If no text follows the 
section heading, the phrase "Not Applicable" should follow the section heading: 

(a) TITLE OF THE INVENTION. 

(b) CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS. 

(c) STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR 

DEVELOPMENT. 

(d) INCORPORATION-BY-REFERENCE OF MATERIAL SUBMITTED ON A 

COMPACT DISC (See 37 CFR 1 .52(e)(5) and MPEP 608.05. Computer 
program listings (37 CFR 1.96(c)), "Sequence Listings" (37 CFR 1.821(c)), 
and tables having more than 50 pages of text are permitted to be 
submitted on compact discs.) or 

REFERENCE TO A "MICROFICHE APPENDIX" (See MPEP § 608.05(a). 
"Microfiche Appendices" were accepted by the Office until March 1 , 2001 .) 

(e) BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION. 

(1) Field of the Invention. 

(2) Description of Related Art including information disclosed under 37 
CFR 1.97 and 1.98. 
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(f) BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION. 

(g) BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWING(S). 

(h) DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION. 

(i) CLAIM OR CLAIMS (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(j) ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(k) SEQUENCE LISTING (See MPEP § 2424 and 37 CFR 1.821-1.825. A 
"Sequence Listing" is required on paper if the application discloses a 
nucleotide or amino acid sequence as defined in 37 CFR 1 .821 (a) and if 
the required "Sequence Listing" is not submitted as an electronic 
document on compact disc). 

Drawings 

3. Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). A proposed drawing correction 
or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of 
the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 7 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 75(c) as being in improper form because 
a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from any other multiple dependent claim. 
See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claim has not been further treated on the 
merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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6. Claims 5, 12, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. In claim 5, it is unclear as to how the sheets 
are undamped before the fastener is set, when the parent claim 3 states that the sheets 
are undamped before the fastener is set. Appropriate correction is required. 

7. Claim 12 recites the limitation "the surface" in lines 1-2 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

8. Claim 13 recites the limitation "its" in line 2 of the claim. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

fa) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
puVSn Ss or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the apphcant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
Se or on Se in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appl.cat.on for patent m the Un.ted 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
fled in ^mS. before the invention thereof by the applicant ; for patent. or -on an 'ntem^ona. 
application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 
371 (c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application 
being examined was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily 
published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 
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10. Claims 1, 8, 10, 11. and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being clearly 
anticipated by Applicant's Admitted Prior Art (AAPA), Figure 1 . 

11. Claims 1,8, 9-12, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by DE 2,546,214. See Figures 1-5 for further clarification. 

12. Claims 1, 8-12, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Cotterill et al. See Figures 1 and 2 for further clarification. 

13. Claims 1-4, 6, 8-12, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Blacket et al. See Figures 1-23 for further clarification. 

14. Claims 1-4, 6, 8, 9, 14, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
clearly anticipated by Speller, Sr. (4,858,289; 5,042,137). See Figures 5-12 for further 
clarification. 

15. Claims 1, 8, 10, 14, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Fuhrmeister. See Figures 7-10 for further clarification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

16. The following is a quotation of 35 UvS.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in sec tonl 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought totepM and 
he orior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
i^^STto a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter patterns. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

17. Claims 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
either AAPA Figure 4, DE2546214, Cotterill, Blacket ,or Speller Sr. in view of Moore. 

AAPA Figure 4, DE2546214, Cotterill, and Blacket ,or Speller Sr., each disclose 
all of the claimed subject matter except for the fastener head increasing in thickness 
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towards its periphery so as to define a convex surface facing the recess formed in the 
die. 

Moore discloses fastener head (2) increasing in thickness towards its periphery 

so as to define a convex surface (6). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to provide the fastener of either AAPA Figure 4, DE2546214, Cotterill, 
and Blacket ,or Speller Sr. with a fastener head increasing in thickness towards its 
periphery so as to define a convex surface, in light of the teachings of Moore, in order to 
more effectively join the sheet panels to one another. 

References Cited 

1 8. The references cited on the attached PTO-892 are cited to show joining sheet 
panels using rivets. 

Conclusion 

1 9. Telephone inquiries regarding the status of applications or other general 
questions, by persons entitled to the information, should be directed to the group clerical 
personnel. In as much as the official records and applications are located in the clerical 
section of the examining groups, the clerical personnel can readily provide status 
information. M.P.E.P. 203.08. The Group clerical receptionist number is (703) 308- 
1148. 

If in receiving this Office Action it is apparent to applicant that certain documents 
are missing, e.g., copies of references cited, form PTO-1449, form PTO-892, etc., 
requests for copies of such papers or other general questions should be directed to 
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Tech Center 3700 Customer Service at (703) 306-5648, or fax (703) 872-930! or by 
email to r l mtnmerServ ^ 7nnfi >" spt ° a0v - 

20. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jermie Cozart whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0126. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 7:30 am - 6:00 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Hughes can be reached on 703-308-1806. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9302 for 
regular communications and 703-872-9303 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
1148. 

Other he.pf, or (888) 786-0101 

Assignment Branch (703)308-9723 
Certificates of Correction (703) 305-8309 

Drawing Corrections/Draftsman (703) 305-8404/8335 
Petitions/Special Programs (703) 305-9285 
Terminal Disclaimers (703) 305-8408 

PCT Help Desk (703) 305-3257 

,f the information desired is not provided above, or a number has been changed, please ca.l the general information help line below. 

Information Help line 1-800-786-9199 
Internet PTO-Home Page http: www.uspto.gov 

A 
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